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GWINNETT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Isolation, Close Contact and Quarantine 

 
 
Overview 
Isolation keeps someone who is infected with the virus away from others. 
Quarantine keeps someone who might have been exposed to the virus away from others. Individuals who start to have 
symptoms during their quarantine should immediately isolate and get tested. 
 
Isolation 
Positive individuals with symptoms should isolate for at least 10 days and be 24 hours fever-free, without the aid of fever-
reducing medications, and all other symptoms should have improved. 
Positive individuals without symptoms should isolate for 10 days from first positive test date. 
 
Close Contact 
Close contacts include anyone who spent 15 minutes or more at a distance of 6 feet or less with the positive person during 
their infectious period. 
 
Quarantine 
When would a student or staff NOT have to quarantine?  

If any of the following apply: 
• Fully vaccinated (2 weeks after final dose of vaccine received) 
• Tested positive for COVID-19 90 days prior to becoming a contact 
• The student who was a confirmed or probable case and the close contact(s) were both wearing masks for a majority of 

the school day, and the exposure occurred at school. (ONLY APPLIES TO STUDENTS) 

When DOES a student or staff have to quarantine?  
Quarantine is required if students or staff become a close contact of a confirmed or probable case outside of the school. 
• Confirmed case (someone who has tested positive) or 
• Probable case (close contact to a positive case develops symptoms) 

If students spend the majority of the day not wearing a mask, then they must quarantine regardless of whether they became a 
contact in or outside of the school setting. 

 
Attendance 
We are continuing the use of the "ACT" code to denote when a student is out for quarantine reasons.  It is important that the 
student's attendance is coded "ACT" for the number of days indicated by the HRT.  It is also important that the attendance 
clerk or designated person who enters attendance has this information in a timely manner and enters the "ACT" code as soon 
as possible.  Student quarantine data can be found in school reports under Health Response Teams.  This report is generated 
daily and should be used to determine who is assigned the "ACT" code.   "ACT" codes should not be removed or changed 
by teachers. If a student is in attendance on a day they are marked with a code of "ACT", the student should be directed to 
the attendance designee who will verify if they are indeed able to be at school.   In addition, when HRT's become aware of a 
change in the quarantine timeframe for a student for any reason the attendance clerk or designee should be notified 
immediately to make the appropriate changes to the "ACT" code and dates excluded.   

 
     

 


